
QUESTION BANK 

STD: XII 

SUB: ENGLISH  [VISTAS] 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 
Chp1: The Third Level 

 

1.How was the third level different from the second level? 

2. How does the narrator describe Galesburg, Illinois? 

3. What did the narrator do the next day when the clerk in third level warned him? Why was his 

psychiatrist friend worried over his action? 

4. What is so enigmatic about Sam Weiner’s disappearance and resurfacing in Galesburg? What could 

his ‘old business’ be? 

5. What do you think ‘the third level’ stands for? 

6. How did the psychiatrist explain the narrator’s visit to the third level of the Grand Central? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. How does the narrator describe the first two levels of Grand Central station? 

2. Did Sam really go to Galesburg or was it Charley’s figment of imagination? 

3. What arguments does Charley offer to show his disagreement with the psychiatrist’s 

diagnosis? 

 

Chp 2: The Tiger King  

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 

1. How did the chief astrologer react to the tiger king’s question about the manner of his death? 

How did the tiger king take it? 

2. Why was it celebration time for all the tigers inhabiting Pratibandapuram? 

3. What did the Maharaja do when he stood in danger of losing his kingdom in refusing the 

British officer permission for tiger hunting? 

4. What plan did the Maharaja think of to fulfill his vow to kill hundred tigers after the tiger 

population became extinct in his state? 

5. What caused the death of the Maharaja? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Even today, so many of us believe in superstitions. An astrologer predicted that the tiger 

king would be killed by a tiger. He killed 100 tigers, yet was himself killed by a tiger. 

How did the superstitious belief prevail? 

2. Giving a bribe is an evil practice. How did the Tiger King bribe the British officer to save 

his kingdom? How do you view this act of his? 

3. What is ironical about the tiger king’s fate in the end? 

 

 

Chp3: Journey to the End of the Earth 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What, according the author, did exist in place of Antarctica six hundred and fifty million years 

ago? 

2. What is that thing that can happen in a million years and would be ‘mind- boggling’? 

3. Why is all earthly sense of perspective and time lost in Antarctica? 

4. What are the microscopic phytoplanktons? How are they important in the food chain and 

photosynthesis? 

5. What was the best epiphany experienced by Tishani Doshi during her Antarctic experience? 

 



LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What lessons are we able to learn from Antarctica? 

2. What beauty of balance does the author see in Antarctica and in the warm countries? 

3. How is Antarctica significant in climatic debates? 

4. Do you think that programs like the Students on Ice do more harm than good? Support 

your answer. 

 

 

Chp4: The Enemy 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why didn’t Dr Sadao put the wounded man back in the sea even though he was his 

enemy? 

2.  How did the servants express their displeasure? 

3. How did Hanna display her humaneness towards the wounded man after the operation? 

4. What did Dr Sadao do to get rid of the man? 

5. What message does ‘The Enemy’ give? 

6. Why did Dr Sadao treat the American soldier even though, it was an unpatriotic act 

on his part? 

7. How did Hana help Dr Sadao?  

8. Why did the General not order immediate arrest of Dr Sadao who had sheltered a 

Whiteman?  

9. What forced Dr Sadao to be impatient and irritable with his patient?  

10. Why did the messenger come to Dr Sadao? What did Hana think about it? 

11. Who was the misty figure Dr. Sadao found in front of his beach house? How did he 

establish his identity? 

12. The General wanted to reward Sadao. But Sadao had another reward. What was that 

reward? 

13. How does the writer indicate that Dr Sadao’s father was a very traditional and 

conventional man?  

14. In what context Hana remembers the cruel nature of General Takima? 

15. Why did Dr Sadao seek Hana’s help to treat the US soldier? 

16. Give a character sketch of Dr Sadao’s father. 

17. On the seventh day after the American soldier was found by Dr.Sadao two things 

happened . Why did Hana feel scared of the second? 

18. Why had Hana to wash the wounded man herself? 

19. Did Hana think the Japanese tortured their prisoners of war? Why? 

 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. To choose between professional loyalty and patriotism was a dilemma for Dr.Sadao. 

How did he succeed in betraying neither? 

2. Dr. Sadao faced a dilemma – should he use his surgical skills to save the life of a 

wounded person or handover an escaped Prisoner of war to the Japanese police. How did 

he resolve this clash of values. 

3. Why did Dr Sadao  go to America? Narrate his experience there. 

4. What impression do you form about Dr Sadao as a man and surgeon in the Enemy? 

5. How does humanity dominate patriotism as per the message given in the lesson? 

 

 

Chp 5: Should Wizard Hit Mommy? 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

       1. What was usually the basic storyline of the tale that Jack told Jo almost daily? 

2. Describe the wizard’s room. 

3. How did Roger Skunk’s mommy react when he went home smelling ‘roses’? 



4. How did Jo react to Jack’s storyline? 

5. What does Jack actually want Jo to know and understand in the story? 

6. What part of the story did Jack himself enjoy the most and why? 

7.How was the skunk’s story different from the other stories narrated by Jack? 

 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Drawing inference from lesson "Should Wizard Hit Mommy", elucidate perception of imposing 

parents? 

2. Describe Jack’s art of storytelling. 

3. With whom does little Joe identify herself in the stories told by her father?support your answer 

with instances from the story. 

4. What was Jo’s objection to Jack’s ending of story?  Why ? 

 

Chp 6: On The Face of It 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What does Mr. Lamb tell about himself ?. 

2. It’s all relative, beauty and beast. Justify the statement. 

3. How does Derry’s attitude change? 

4. What do you think the play ‘On the Face of It’ is all about? 

5.”It ate my face up. It ate me up.” Who said these words? Why? 

6.How do people console Derry when they look at his face ? 

7. How does Derry interpret the fairy tale,’Beauty and the Beast’? What does he feel about 

himself? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Both Derry and Lamb are physically impaired and lonely. It is the responsibility of the society 

to understand and support people with infirmities so that they don’t suffer from a sense of 

alienation. How can we bring about a change in the lives of such people? 

2. Compare and contrast the characters of Mr Lamb and Derry. 

3. What is the theme of the play ‘On the Face of it’? How has it been worked out?  

4. What benefits did Derry reap from his association with Mr Lamb? 

5. What was Derry’s infirmity? How had it made him withdrawn and defiant? 

6. Justify the title ‘On the Face of It’. 

7. How do Mr Lamb and Derry differ in their thoughts, traits and attitude to life? 

8. Derry sneaked into Mr. Lamb’s garden and it became a turning point in his life. Comment. 

9. The lesson, ‘On the Face of It’ is an apt depiction of the loneliness and sense of alienation 

experienced by people on account of disability. Explain. 

10.   Both Deny and Mr Lamb suffer from handicaps, yet their outlook towards life is totally 

different. Discuss.   

11. What kind of atmosphere is created by Mr Lamb to look welcoming and invite people to 

him? 

12. How does Mr Lamb’s brief association with Derry affect the latter? 

13. How did Mr Lamb’s meeting with Derry become a turning point in his life?   

14.  What is the bond that united the two—the old man, Mr Lamb and Deny, the small boy? 

15.  Both Derry and Lamb are physically impaired and lonely. It is the responsibility of society 

to understand and support people with infirmities so that they do not suffer from a sense of 

alienation. As a responsible citizen, what would you do to bring about a change in the lives of 

such people.  

16. ‘Inclusive education’ is a step to bring the people with deformities into the mainstream so as 

to build up their confidence and morale. Write a paragraph on ‘The Importance of Inclusive 

Education’. 

 

 



Chp 7: Evans Tries an O-Level 

 SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. What strategies were employed by the Governer to ensure for the smooth conduct of the 

examination? 

2.  Why was the sigh of relief short lived after the examination 

3. What helped the prison officers track Evans? 

4. What did the Governor do to find out about the correction slip? 

5.  Do you agree that between crime and punishment it is mainly a battle of wits? 

6. What did Superintendent Carter inform the Governer about Evans? 

7. What was his German teacher’s opinion of Evans’s proficiency in German? 

8. Why did Rev.McLeery bring a rubber ring with him to the prison? 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. How did the question paper and the correction slip help the prisoner and the Governer? 

2. How was Evans able to devise a fool-proof plan for his escape from the prison as well as 

procure items for his disguise in spite of severe restrictions and strict observation? 

3. What were the lapses on the part of the prison officers that proved to be a boon for 

Evans? 

4. Describe 3 tricks used by Evans to escape from the prison. 

 

Chp 8: Memories of Childhood 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. Why did the narrator take an hour or half to reach home instead of ten minutes? 

2. How had Zitkala – Sa been subjected to extreme indignities? 

3. What did Judewin tell the narrator? What was the effect? 

4. How did Bama come to know about untouchability? 

5. Why did Bama study so hard? 

 

 

LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 

1. In India, the so called lower castes have been treated cruelly for a long time. When and 

how was Bama advised to fight against this Prejudice? 

2. Describe the sights Bama enjoyed in the market place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


