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1. Flamingo (Prose) 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. Usually when school began, there was a great bustle, which 

could be heard out in the street, the opening and closing of 

desks, lessons repeated in unision, very loud, with our hands 

over our ears to understand better, and the teacher’s great 

ruler rapping on the table.  But now it was all so still! I had 

counted on the commotion to get my desk without being 

seen; but, of course, that day everything had to be as quiet 

as Sunday morning.  Through the window I saw my 

classmates, already in their places, and M. Hamel walking up 

and down with his terrible iron ruler under his arm. 

(a) Name the chapter and its author. 

(b) Who is ‘I’ referred to in these lines? 

(c) What was the scene when the school began? 

(d) Who was walking up and down with his terrible iron ruler 

under his arm? 

(e) Find from the passage words which mean the same as (a) 

Noise (b) Confusion. 

       

 2. While I was wondering about it all, M. Hamel mounted his 

chair, and in the same grave and gentle tone which he had 

used to me,  said, “My children, this is the last lesson I shall 

give you.  The order has come from Berlin to teach only 

German in the schools of Alsace and Lorraine.  The new 

master comes tomorrow.  This is your last French lesson.  I 

want you to be very attentive.”  

(a) Name the chapter from which the above lines have been 

       



CLASS : XII                                                                                                        SUBJECT : ENGLISH 

Sl. 

No. 

Question Marks Level of 

Difficulty                

( Easy, 

Medium 

or 

Difficult) 

Question type ( 

MCQs, Short 

answers, long 

answers, Fill in the 

blanks, Diagram 

related 

identification ) 

List of 

images 

used 

Domain ( 

Remembering, 

Understanding, 

Applying, 

Analysing, 

Evaluating, 

Creating) 

Model Answer Exemplar Answer 

 

taken. 

(b) What were the orders from Berlin? 

(c) How did the teacher speak to the students? 

(d) When was the new master coming? 

(e) What did the teacher want the students to do? 

 3. My last French Lesson! Why, I hardly knew how to write! I 

should never learn anymore! I must stop there, then! Oh, 

how sorry I was for not learning my lessons, for seeking 

bird’s eggs, or going sliding on the Saar! My books, that had 

seemed such a nuisance a while ago, so heavy to carry, my 

grammar and my history of the saints, were old friends now 

that I couldn’t give up.  And M. Hamel, too; the idea that he 

was going away, that I should never see him again, made me 

forget all about his ruler and how cranky he was. 

(a) Who thoughts are these lines? 

(b) Did the narrator know how to write French well? 

(c) What was the narrator sorry for? 

(d) What made the narrator forget all about M. Hamel’s ruler? 

(e) Find the synonym of ‘ill-natured’ from the paragraph. 

       

 4. Then, from one thing to another, M. Hamel went on to talk 

of the French language, saying that it was the most beautiful 

language in the world – the clearest, the most logical; that 

we must guard it among us and never forget it, because 

when a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their 

language, it is as if they had the key to their prison.  Hen he 

opened a grammar and read us our lesson.  I was amazed to 

see how well I understood it. 
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(a) Who is ‘I’ in these lines? 

(b) What was the most beautiful language in the world 

according to M. Hamel? 

(c) When do the enslaved people have the key to their prison? 

(d) Find words from the passage which mean the same as: (a) 

made slaves, (b) amazed. 

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. How did M. Hamel make his last lesson a special one?  What 

did he emphasise in it? 

       

 2. “We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with,” said M. 

Hamel.  Comment. 

       

 3. Why did M. Hamel write ‘Vive La France’ on the blackboard?        

 4. Franz thinks, “Will they make them sing in German, even the 

pigeons?”  What does this tell us about the attitude of the 

Frenchmen? 

       

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Everybody during the last lesson is filled with regret.  

Comment. 

       

 2. How did the order from Berlin change the situation in the 

school? 

       

         

2. Lost Spring 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. “Why do you do this?” I ask Saheb whom I encounter every 

morning scrounging for gold in the garbage dumped of my 

neighbourhood.  Saheb left his home long ago.  Set amidst 

the green fields of Dhaka, his home is not even a distant 
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memory.  There were many storms that swept away their 

fields and homes, his mother tells him.  That’s why they left, 

looking for gold in the big city where he now lives. 

(a) Name the lesson and the writer. 

(b) Who is the narrator of the above passage. 

(c) What do ragpickers search the garbage dumps for every 

morning? 

(d) By what were Saheb’s home and green fields destroyed? 

(e) What is the meaning of the word ‘encounter’ here? 

 2. After months of knowing him, I ask him his name.  “Saheb-e-

Alam,” he announces. He does not know what it meant.  If he 

knew its meaning-lord of universe-he would have a hard time 

believing  it.  Unaware of what his name represents, he 

roams the streets with his friends, an army of barefoot boys 

who appear like the morning birds and disappear at noon.  

Over the months, I have come to recognise each of them. 

(a) What is the meaning of ‘Saheb-e-Alam’? 

(b) Who does Saheb roam with? 

(c) Did Saheb knew the meaning of his name? 

(d) Why would Saheb not believe the meaning of his name? 

(e) Give a synonym of ‘recognise’. 

       

 3. “Even if she did he will throw them off,” adds another who is 

wearing shoes that do not match.  When I comment on it, he 

shuffles his feet and says nothing.  “I want shoes,” says a 

third boy who has never owned a pair all his life.  Travelling 

across the country I have seen children walking barefoot, in 

cities, on village roads.  It is not  lack of money but a 
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tradition to stay barefoot, is one explanation.  I wonder if 

this is only an excuse to explain away a perpetual state of 

poverty. 

(a) What would he throw off? 

(b) Who shuffles his feet and why? 

(c) Where has the narrator seen children walking barefoot? 

(d) Why, according to the writer, do children go barefoot? 

(e) What explanation do the rag-pickers give to stay barefoot? 

 4. My acquaintance with the barefoot ragpickers leads me to 

Seemapuri, a place on the periphery of Delhi, yet miles away 

from it, metaphorically.  Those who live here are squatters 

who came from Bangladesh back in 1971.  Saheb’s family is 

among them.  Seemapuri was then a wilderness.  It still is, 

but it is no longer empty.  In the structures of mud, with 

roofs of tin and tarpaulin, devoid of sewage, drainage of 

running water, live 10,000 rag-pickers. 

(a) Why is Seemapuri called miles away from Delhi 

metaphorically? 

(b) Where did the author’s acquaintance with the rag-pickers 

lead her to? 

(c) From where did the rag-pickers come? 

(d) How many rag-pickers lived in Seemapuri? 

(e) Describe the homes of Seemapuri residents. 

       

 5. “I will learn to drive a car,” he answers, looking straight in to 

my eyes.  His dream looms like a mirage amidst the dust of 

streets that fill his town Firozabad, famous for its bangles.  

Every other family in Firozabad is engaged in making 
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bangles.  It is the centre of India’s glass-blowing industry 

where families have spent generations working around 

furnaces, welding glass, making bangles for all the women in 

the land it seems. 

(a) Who does ‘I’ refer to in the first line? 

(b) What is the dream if ‘I’? 

(c) What is Firozabad famous for? 

(d) Why does his dream look like a mirage? 

(e) Find the word in the passage that means the same as 

‘employed’. 

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. ‘Garbage to them is gold.’  Why does the author say so 

about the ragpickers of Seemapuri? 

       

 2. Was Saheb happy working at the tea stall?  State reasons.        

 3. “Listening to them, I see two distinct worlds......’  In the 

context of Mukesh, the bangle maker’s son, which two 

worlds is Anees Jung referring to? 

       

 4. Why does the author say that the bangle makers are caught 

in a vicious cycle? 

       

 5. What does the title, ‘Lost Spring’, convey?        

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. “Seemapuri, a place on the periphery of Delhi yet miles away 

from it, metaphorically.”  Explain. 

       

 2. The bangle-makers of Ferozabad make beautiful bangles and 

make everyone happy but they live and die in squalor.  

Elaborate. 

       

         



CLASS : XII                                                                                                        SUBJECT : ENGLISH 

Sl. 

No. 

Question Marks Level of 

Difficulty                

( Easy, 

Medium 

or 

Difficult) 

Question type ( 

MCQs, Short 

answers, long 

answers, Fill in the 

blanks, Diagram 

related 

identification ) 

List of 

images 

used 

Domain ( 

Remembering, 

Understanding, 

Applying, 

Analysing, 

Evaluating, 

Creating) 

Model Answer Exemplar Answer 

 

         

3. Deep Water 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. It had  happened when I was ten or eleven years old.  I had 

decided to learn to swim.  There was a pool at the Y.M.C.A in 

Yakima that offered exactly the opportunity.  The Ykima river 

was treacherous.  Mother continually warned against it, and 

kept fresh in my mind that details of each drowning in the 

river.  But the Y.M.C.A. ppol was safe.  It was only two or 

three feet deep at the shallow end; and while it was nine feet 

deep the other, the drop was gradual.  I got a pair of water 

wings and went to the pool.  I hated to walk naked into it 

and show my skinny legs.  But I subdued my pride and did it. 

(a) Name the lesson and its author. 

(b) What does Y.M.C.A. stand for? 

(c) Why did the writer’s mother warn him against Yakima 

river? 

(d) Why did the writer hate to enter the Y.M.C.A. pool? 

(e) Find from the passage words which mean the same as: (a) 

chance (b) skinny. 

       

 2. From the beginning, however, I had an aversion to the water 

when I was in it.  This started when I was three or four years 

old and father took me to the beach in California.  He and I 

stood together in the surf.  I hung to on to him, yet the waves 

knocked me down and swept over me.  I was buried in water.  

My breather was gone.  I was frightened.  Father laughed, 

but there was terror in my heart at the overpowering force of 
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the waves. 

(a) What aversion did the writer have from the beginning? 

(b) Where did the father take the writer? 

(c) Why did the writer hang on to his father? 

(d) What made the father laugh? 

(e) What filled the writer with terror? 

 3. My introduction to the Y.M.C.A. swimming pool revived 

unpleasant memories and stirred childish fears.  But in a little 

while I gathered confidence.  I paddled with my new water 

wings, watching the other boys and trying to learn by aping 

them.  I did this two or three times on different days and was 

just beginning to feel at ease in the water when the 

misadventure happened. 

(a) What stirred childish fears in the author? 

(b) What did the author do two or three times? 

(c) When did the misadventure happen?  How did the writer 

try to learn swimming? 

(d) Find the antonym of the word ‘difficulty’ in the passage. 

       

 4. The experience had a deep meaning for me, as only those 

who have known stark terror and conquered it can 

appreciate.  In death there is peace.  There is terror only in 

the fear of death, as Roosevelt knew when he said “All we 

have to fear is fear itself.”  Because I had experienced both 

the sensation of dying and the terror that fear of it can 

produce, the will to live somehow grew in intensity. 

(a) What experience is the writer referring to here? 

(b) What had the writer learnt from the experience he talks 
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of? 

(c) What had Roosevelt said? 

(d) What had the writer experienced? 

(e) Find the words that means the same as feeling. 

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. Why was Douglas determined to get over his fear of water? 

       

 2. How did Douglas’s experience at the Y.M.C.A. pool affect 

him? 

       

 3. What factors made Dougla’s decide in favour of Y.M.C.A. 

pool? 

       

 4. What were the series of emotions and fears that Douglas 

experienced when he was thrown into the pool? 

       

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. The story ‘Deep Water” has made you realize that with 

determination and perseverance one can accomplish the 

impossible.  Write  a paragraph in about 100 words on how a 

positive attitude and courage will aid you to achieve success 

in life. 

       

 2. How did the instructor ‘build a swimmer’ out of Douglas?        

         

4. The Rattrap 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. No one can imagine how sad and monotonous life can 

appear to such a vagabond, who plods along the road, left to 

his own meditations.  But one day this man had fallen into a 

line of thought, which really seemed to him entertaining.  He 
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had naturally been thinking of his rattraps when suddenly he 

was struck by the idea that the whole world about him-the 

whole world with its lands and seas, its cities and villages- 

was nothing but a big rattrap.  It had never existed for any 

other purpose than to set baits for people. 

(a) Name the lesson and its author. 

(b) How did life appear to a vagabond? 

(c) What idea stuck to the vagabond one day? 

(d) For what purpose had the world existed according to the 

rattrap seller? 

(e) Find from the passage words which mean the same as: (a) 

wanderer (b) a device for catching rats. 

 2. The old man was just as generous with his confidences as 

with his porridge and tobacco.  The guest was informed at 

once that in his days of prosperity his host had been a crofter 

at Ramsjo Ironworks and had worked on the land.  Now that 

he was no longer able to do day labour, it was his cow which 

supported him.  Yes, that bossy was extraordinary.  She could 

give milk for the creamery every day, and last month he had 

received all of thirty kronor in payment. 

(a) Who was the guest referred to in the passage? 

(b) How did the crofter serve the peddler? 

(c) Who is the crofter? 

(d) Who or what does the word ‘bossy’ refer to in the passage? 

(e) How had the old crofter got thirty kronor? 

       

 3. The next day, both men got up in good season.  The crofter 

was in a hurry to milk his cow, and the other man probably 
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thought he should not stay in bed when the head of the 

house has got up.   They left the cottage at the same time.  

The crofter locked the door and put the key in his pocket.  

The man with the rattraps said goodbye and thank you, and 

thereupon each went his own way. 

(a) Why was the crofter in a hurry? 

(b) Who was the other man? 

(c) What did the other man think? 

(d) What did the crofter do before leaving his cottage? 

(e) Why did the man with the rattraps thank the crofter? 

 4. “Please don’t think that I have such a fine home that you 

cannot show yourself there.”  He said ......... “Elizabeth is 

dead, as you may already have heard.  My boys are abroad, 

and there is no one at home except my eldest daughter and 

myself.  We were just saying that it was too bad we didn’t 

have any company for Christmas.  Now come along with me 

and help us to make the Christmas food disappear a little 

faster.” 

(a) Who says these lines? 

(b) What did the ironmaster say about his wife? 

(c) Where were the ironmaster’s boys? 

(d) What invitation did the ironmaster give to the rattrap 

peddler? 

(e) Give a synonym of the word ‘disappear’. 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. Why did the ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and 

invite him home? 
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 2. Why did the peddler derive pleasure from his idea of the 

world as rattrap? 

       

 3. Who was the owner of Ramsjo iron mills?  Why did he visit 

the mills at night? 

       

 4. Why did the peddler decline the ironmaster’s invitation to 

come to his home? 

       

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Edla proved to be much more persuasive than her father 

while dealing with the peddler.  Explain. 

       

 2. Why did the crofter repose confidence in the peddler?  How 

did the peddler betray that and with what consequences? 

       

 3. The story, ‘The Rattrap’ has many unexpected reactions of 

the characters to other’s behaviour.  Describe at least three 

instances. 

       

         

         

5. Indigo 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. He had gone to the December 1916 annual convention of the 

Indian National Congress party in Lucknow.  There were 2301 

delegates and many visitors.  During the proceedings Gandhi 

recounted, “A peasant came up to me looking like any other 

peasant in India, poor and emaciated, and said, ‘I am 

Rajkumar Shukla.  I am from Champaran, and I want you to 

come to my district!’ “  Gandhi had never heard of the place.  

It was in the foothills of the towering Himalayas, near the 

kingdom of Nepal. 

       



CLASS : XII                                                                                                        SUBJECT : ENGLISH 

Sl. 

No. 

Question Marks Level of 

Difficulty                

( Easy, 

Medium 

or 

Difficult) 

Question type ( 

MCQs, Short 

answers, long 

answers, Fill in the 

blanks, Diagram 

related 

identification ) 

List of 

images 

used 

Domain ( 

Remembering, 

Understanding, 

Applying, 

Analysing, 

Evaluating, 

Creating) 

Model Answer Exemplar Answer 

 

(a) Who does ‘he’ refer to in the given passage? 

(b) Where did the December 1916 annual convention of the 

Indian National Congress take place? 

(c) Who was Rajkumar Shukla? 

(d) Where did Rajkumar Shukla belong to? 

(e) Which place had Gandhiji never heard of? 

 2. Gandhi decided to go first to Muzzafarpur, which was 

enroute to Champaran, to obtain more complete information 

about conditions than Shukla was capable of imparting.  He 

accordingly sent a telegram to Professor J.B.Kriplani, of the 

Arts College in Muzaffarpur, whom he had seen at Tagore’s 

Shantiniketan School.  The train arrived at midnight, 15 April 

1917.  Kriplani was waiting at the station with a  large body 

of students.  Gandhiji stayed there for two days in the home 

of Professor Malkani, a teacher in a government school. 

(a) Name the chapter from which the above lines have been 

taken. 

(b) Name the author of the chapter. 

(c) Where did Gandhiji decide to go first? 

(d) Why did Gandhiji decide to stay there briefly? 

(e) Who had Gandhiji informed telegraphically? 

       

 3. The news of Gandhi’s advent and of nature of his mission 

spread quickly through Muzaffarpur and to Champaran.  

Sharecroppers from Champaran began arriving on foot and 

by conveyance to see their champion.  Muzzafarpur lawyers 

called on Gandhi to brief him; they frequently represent 

peasant groups in court; they told him about their cases and 
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reported the size of their fee.  Gandhi chided the lawyers for 

collecting big fee from the sharecroppers.  He said, “where 

the peasants are so crushed and fear-stricken, law courts are 

useless.  The real relief for them is to be free from fear.” 

(a) Which news about Gandhiji spread quickly? 

(b) Where did sharecroppers come to see Gandhiji from? 

(c) Why did Muzzafarpur lawyers call on Gandhiji? 

(d) What did Gandhiji chide the Muzzafarpur lawyers for? 

(e) What, according to Gandhiji, was the real relief for the 

sharecroppers? 

 4. They thought he would demand repayment in full of the 

money which they had illegally and deceitfully extorted from 

the sharecroppers.  He asked only 50 per cent.  “There he 

seemed adamant,” writes Revernd  J.Z.Hodge, a British 

missionary in Champaran who observed the entire episode at 

close range.  “Thinking probably that he would not give 

away, the representative of the planters offered refund to 

the extent of 25 per cent, and to his amazement Mr. Gandhi 

took him at his word, thus breaking the deadlock.” 

(a) What does the word ‘they’ refer to in the given passage? 

(b) What did they think? 

(c) How much of the money did Gandhiji demand that had 

been illegally extorted? 

(d) How much did the planters offer to refund? 

(e) Who was J.Z. Hodge? 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. Why did Gandhi ji not accept C.F. Andrew’s help during the 
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Champaran movement? 

 2. How did Rajkumar Shukla establish that he was ‘resolute’?        

 3. Why did Gandhi ji feel that taking the Champaran case to the 

court was useless? 

       

 4. Why did servants think Gandhi ji to be another peasant.        

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Why do you think Gandhiji considered the Champaran 

episode to be a turning point in his life? 

       

 2. Explotation is  a universal phenomenon.  The poor indigo 

farmers were exploited by the British landlords to which 

Gandhiji objected.  Even afer our independence we find 

exploitation of unorganized labour.  What values do we 

learn from Gandhiji’s campaign to counter the present day 

problems of exploitation? 

       

6. Poets and Pancakes 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. The make- up room had the look of a hair-cutting salon with 

lights at all angles around half a dozen large mirrors.  They 

were all incandescent lights, so you can imagine the fiery 

misery of those subjected to make-up.  The make up 

department was first headed by a Bengali who became too 

big for a studio and left.  He was succeeded by a 

Maharashtrian who was assisted by a Dharwar Kannadiga, 

an Andhra, a Madras Indian Christian, an Anglo-Burmese 

and usual local Tamils. 

(a) What is being talked about here? 
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(b) Describe the make-up room at the Gemini studios. 

(c) What does the writer mean by the ‘fiery misery’ of those 

who went there for make up? 

(d) Who headed the make-up department at the Gemini 

studios after the first one had left? 

(e) What does the given passage refer to? 

 2. In those days, I worked in a cubicle, two whole sides of which 

were French windows.  (I did not know at that time they 

were called French windows.)  Seeing me sitting at my desk 

tearing up newspapers day in and day out, most people 

thought I was doing next to nothing.  It is likely that The Boss 

thought likewise too.  So anyone who felt I should be given 

some occupation would barge into my cubicle and deliver an 

extended lecture. 

(a) Where did the author work? 

(b) What did most people think about the author? 

(c) Why did people enter author’s cubicle? 

(d) What was the routine of the author in his cubicle? 

(e) Who is the author of this lesson? 

       

 3. He had the ability to look cheerful at all times even after 

having had a hand in a flop film.  He always had work for 

somebody – he could never do things on his own – but his 

sense of loyalty made him identify himself with his principal 

completely and turn his entire creativity to his principal’s 

advantage.  He was tailor made for films. 

(a) Who does ‘he’ refer to in the passage? 

(b) Who was his principal? 
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(c) What was the special feature in Subbu’s character? 

(d) ‘He was tailor- made for films’.  Explain. 

(e) What one drawback did he suffer from? 

 4. And years later, when I was out of Gemini studios and I had 

much time but not much money, anything at a reduced price 

attracted my attention.  On the footpath in front of the 

Madras Mount Road post Office, there was a pile of brand 

new books for fifty paise each.  Actually they were copies of 

same book, an elegant paperback of American origin.  

‘Special low-priced student edition, in connection with the 

5oth Anniversary of the Russian Revolution.’  I paid fifty paise 

and picked up a copy of the book. 

(a) What attracted the attention of the narrator when he was 

out of Gemini studios? 

(b) What did he see on the footpath in front of Madras Mount 

Road Post Office? 

(c) What was the cost of those books? 

(d) What were these books about? 

(e) How many copies of the book did the narrator buy and for 

how much? 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. What do you learn about the literary taste of the staff of 

Gemini studios as far as English Poetry was concerned? 

       

 2. Why did the author appear to be doing nothing at Gemini 

studio? 

       

 3. Why was Kothamangalam Subbu considered No. 2 in Gemini 

studios? 
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 4. How can you say that Subbu was an amazing actor?        

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Subbu was a trouble shooter.  Do you agree with this 

statement?  Give an account of Subbu’s qualities of head 

and heart. 

       

 2. What idea do you form of the lawyer from the author’s 

account of the Gemini studios? 

       

         

7. The Interview 

Very short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. Some might make quiet extravagant claims for it as being, in 

its highest form, a source of truth, and its practice, an art.  

Others, usually celebrities who see themselves as its victims, 

might despise the interview as an unwanted intrusion into 

their lives, or feel that it somehow diminishes them, just as in 

some primitive cultures it is believed that if one takes a 

photographic portrait of somebody, then one is stealing that 

person’s soul.  V. S. Naipaul feels that some people are 

wounded by interviews and lose a part of themselves.  Lewis 

Carroll, the creator of Alice in Wonderland, was said to have 

had a ‘just horror of the interviewer’ and he never consented 

to be interviewed. 

(a) How did some primitive cultures react to being 

photographed? 

(b) Why do some people dislike being interviewed? 

(c) How is interview praised? 
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(d) Who see themselves as the victims of interview? 

(e) How is interview despised? 

 2. Yet Kipling had himself perpetrated such an ‘assault’ on 

Mark Twain only a few years before. H. G. Wells in an 

interview in 1894 referred to ‘the interviewing ordeal’, but 

was a fairly frequent interviewee and forty years later found 

himself interviewing Joseph Stalin, Saul Bellow, who has 

consented to be interviewed on several occasions, 

nevertheless once described interviews as being thumbprints 

on the windpipe.  Yet despite the drawbacks of the interview, 

it is a supremely serviceable medium of communication. 

(a) ‘Yet Kipling had himself perpetrated such an assault on 

Mark Twain.’  Explain. 

(b) Who did H. G. Wells interview in 1934? 

(c) What is meant by ‘thumbprints on one’s windpipe’? 

(d) In an interview in 1894, what had H. G. Wells referred to 

interview as? 

(e) What conclusion does this passage draw about the 

interview as a medium of communication? 

       

 3. When I presented my first doctoral dissertation in Italy, one 

of the professors said, “Scholars learn a lot of a certain 

subject, then they make a lot of false hypothesis, then they 

correct them, and at the end, they put the conclusions.  You, 

on the contrary, told the story of your research.  Even 

including your trials and errors.”  At the same time, he 

recognized I was right and went on to publish my 

dissertation as a book which meant he appreciated it. 
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(a) Where did the speaker present his first doctoral 

dissertation? 

(b) Whose academic work is being discussed? 

(c) What is true about Scholars? 

(d) “You, on the contrary, told the story of your research.”  

Who does ‘You’ refer to? 

(e) Who is the interviewer in the passage? 

 4. Umberto Eco: Yes. Because I consider myself a university 

professor who writes novels on Sundays.  It’s not a joke.  I 

participate in academic conferences and not meetings of Pen 

Clubs and writers.  I identify myself with the academic 

community.  But okay, if they (most people) have read only 

the novels........ [laughs and shrugs].  I know that by writing 

novels, I reach a larger audience.  I cannot expect to have 

one million readers with stuff on semiotics. 

(a) Whi is ‘I’ in the above passage? 

(b) Why does the narrator participate in academic 

conferences? 

(c) What do you mean by the word ‘audience’? 

(d) What do you mean by the word ‘semiotics’? 

(e) What does the narrator consider himself? 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. What did the publisher think of ‘The Name of the Rose’? 

       

 2. What drawbacks of interviews have been pointed out by 

Lewis Carroll? 

       

 3. ‘The Name of the Rose’ deals with medieval history.  Was 

this fact responsible for the novel’s success? 

       



CLASS : XII                                                                                                        SUBJECT : ENGLISH 

Sl. 

No. 

Question Marks Level of 

Difficulty                

( Easy, 

Medium 

or 

Difficult) 

Question type ( 

MCQs, Short 

answers, long 

answers, Fill in the 

blanks, Diagram 

related 

identification ) 

List of 

images 

used 

Domain ( 

Remembering, 

Understanding, 

Applying, 

Analysing, 

Evaluating, 

Creating) 

Model Answer Exemplar Answer 

 

 4. What was unique and distinctive about Eco’s academic writing 

style? 

       

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. What was distinctive about Eco’s academic writing style? 

       

 2. What impression do you form about Umberto Eco as a 

scholar and writer on the basis of ‘The Interview’? 

       

         

8. Going Places 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. Sophie watched her back stooped over the sink and 

wondered at the incongruity of the delicate bow which 

fastened her apron strings.  The delicate-seeming bow and 

the crooked back.  The evening had already blacked in the 

windows and the small room was steamy from the stove and 

cluttered with heavy breathing man in his vest at the table 

and the dirty washing piled up in the corner.  Sophie felt a 

tightening in her throat.  She went to llok for her brother 

Geoff. 

(a) What shows Sophie belonged to a poor family? 

(b) How did Sophie feel in her throat? 

(c) Name Sophie’s brother. 

(d) What is meant by the word ‘crooked’? 

(e) Who was the ‘heavy – breathing man in his vest’? 

       

 2. He was kneeling on the floor in the next room tinkering with 

a part of his motorcycle over some newspaper spread on the 

carpet.  He was three years out of school, an apprentice 
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mechanic, travelling to his work each day to the far side of 

the city.  He was almost grown up now, and he suspected 

areas of his life about which she knew nothing, about which 

he never spoke.  He said little at all, ever, voluntarily.  Words 

had to be prized out of him like stones out of the ground.  

And she was jealous of his silence. 

(a) Name the chapter from which the above lines have been 

taken? 

(b) Who does ‘he’ refer to in the given passage? 

(c) What is he to Sophie? 

(d) Why is Sophie jealous of his silence? 

(e) Why does Sophie like him more than any other person? 

 3. Perhaps there were also people, exotic, interesting people of 

whom he never spoke – it was possible, though he was quiet 

and didn’t make new friends easily.  She longed to know 

them.  She wished she could be admitted more deeply into 

her brother’s affections and thatsome day he might take her 

with him. 

(a) Who does ‘he’ refer to in the given passage? 

(b) Who does ‘she’ refer to in the given passage? 

(c) What type of nature was of the person described in the 

given passage? 

(d) Whose thoughts are these? 

(e) What does she wish? 

       

 4.  After dark she walked by the canal, along a sheltered path 

lighted only by the glare of the lamps from the wharf across 

the water and the unceasing drone of the city was muffled 
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and distant.  It was a place she had often played in when she 

was a child.  There was a wooden bench beneath a solitary 

elm where lovers sometimes came.  She sat down to wait.  It 

was the perfect place,  she had always thought so, for a 

meeting of this kind.  For those who wished not to be 

observed.  She knew he would approve. 

(a) What did Sophie do after dark? 

(b) Who used to visit that place sometimes? 

(c) What was beneath a solitary elm? 

(d) Which was the perfect place for a date according to 

Sophie? 

(e) Who is the ‘he’ in the last line of this passage? 

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. How does Sophie’s father react when he learns of Sophie’s 

meeting with Danny Casey?  Does he believe her story? 

       

 2. “Damn that Geoff, this was a Geoff thing not a Jansie thing.”  

Why did Sophie say so? 

       

 3. How can you say that Sophie’s dreams and disappointments 

are all her in mind? 

       

 4. What did Sophie imagine about her meeting with Danny 

Casey? 

       

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. It is not natural for a lower middle class girl to dream big.  

How unrealistic were Sophie’s dream? 

OR 

Attempt a character sketch of Sophie as a girl who lives in 

her dreams. 
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 2. What were Sophie’s plans for her future?  Why do you call 

her dreams unrealistic? 

       

 3. Has Sophie met Danny Casey?  What details of her meeting 

with Danny Casey did she narrate to her brother? 

       

         

 

 

1. 

FLAMINGO (POETRY) 

 

My Mother at Sixty- six 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 

familiar ache, my childhood’s fear, 

but all I said was, see you soon, Amma, 

all I did was smile and smile and smile 

(a) Name the poet and the poem. 

(b) What was the poet’s childhood fear? 

(c) What is the poetic device used in lines 1-2? 

(d) Explain: ‘late winter’s moon’. 

       

 2. I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winter’s moon and felt that old 

familiar ache, my childhood’s fear, 

but all I said was, ‘See you soon, Amma’ 

all I did was smile and smile and smile....... 

(a) What was the poets’s childhood fear? 

(b) Why is the mother compared to a late winter’s moon? 

(c) What were the poet’s parting words? 
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(d) What does her smile signify? 

 3. .................. I saw my mother, 

beside me, 

doze, open mouthed, her face 

ashen like that 

of a corpse and realised with 

pain ........................ 

(a) Who is ‘I’? 

(b) What did ‘I’ realise with pain? 

(c) Why was the realisation painful? 

(d) Identify and name the figure of speech used in these 

lines. 

       

 4. .................. I saw my mother, 

beside me, 

doze, open mouthed, her face 

ashen like that 

of a corpse and realised with pain 

that she was as old as she looked but soon 

put that thought away, ................ 

(a) What worried the poet when she looked at her 

mother? 

(b) Why was there pain in her realization? 

(c) Why did she put that thought away? 

(d) Identify the figure of speech used in these lines. 

 

       

 5. ........................ and 

looked out at young 
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trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

out of their homes, but after the airport’s 

security check, standing a few yards 

away, I looked again at her, wan, pale 

as a late winter’s moon and felt that  

old familiar ache, ................ 

(a) How can the trees sprint? 

(b) Why did the poet look at her mother again? 

(c) What did she observe? 

(d) Identify the figure of speech used in these lines. 

 6. ...................... and 

looked but soon 

put that thought away, and 

looked out at young 

trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

out of their homes. 

(a) What did the poet realise? 

(b) What did she do then? 

(c) What did she notice in the world outside? 

       

 7. .................. but soon 

put that thought away, and 

looked out at young 

trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

out of their home,............................. 

(a) Which  thought did the poet put away? 

(b) What do ‘sprinting trees’ signify? 

(c) What are ‘the merry children spilling out of their 
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homes’ symbolic of? 

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. In the last line of the poem, why does the poet use the word 

‘smile’ repeatedly? 

       

 2. Why has Kamala Das compared her mother to a ‘late 

winter’s moon’? 

       

 3. What are the poet’s feelings at the airport?  How did she 

hide them? 

       

 4. What do the poet’s parting words to her mother signify?        

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. What is the message conveyed by the poem, ‘My Mother at 

Sixty-six’? 

       

2. An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. ............. The stunted, unlucky heir 

Of twisted bones, reciting a father’s gnarled disease, 

His lesson, from his desk: At back of the dim class 

One unnoted, sweet and young.  His eyes live in a dream, 

Of squirrel’s game, in tree room, other than this. 

(a) Who is the unlucky heir? 

(b) What has he inherited? 

(c) Who is sitting at the back of the dim class? 

(d) How is he different from the rest of the class? 

       

 2. On their slag heap, these children 

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel 

With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones. 

(a) Name the poem and the poet. 
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(b) Explain: ‘slag heap’. 

(c) What future awaits these children? 

(d) Name the figure of Speech used in the third line. 

 3. ................. On their slag heap, these children 

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel 

With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones. 

All of their time and space are foggy slum. 

So blot their maps with slums as big as doom. 

(a) What does ‘slag heap’ refer to? 

(b) What do these children wear on their eyes? 

(c) What other example shows their poverty? 

(d) Name the figure of speech used in the last line. 

       

 4. At back of the dim class 

One unnoted, sweet and young.  His eyes live in a dream, 

Of squirrels game, in tree room, other than this. 

(a) Why is the class dim? 

(b) How is the young child different from others? 

(c) What is he doing? 

(d) What is a tree room? 

       

 5. Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces. 

Like rootless weeds, the hair torn round their pallor; 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head. 

(a) Who are these children? 

(b) What does the poet mean by ‘gusty waves’? 

(c) What has possibly weighed down the tall girl’s head? 

(d) Identify the figure of speech used in these lines. 

       

 6. On their slag heap, these children        
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Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel 

With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones. 

(a) Who are these children? 

(b) What is their slag heap? 

(c) Why are their bones peeping through their skins? 

(d) What does ‘with mended glass’ mean? 

 7. With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal. 

For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes 

From fog to endless night? 

(a) Who are ‘them’ referred to in the first line? 

(b) What tempts them? 

(c) What does the poet say about ‘their’ lives? 

       

 8. Far far from gusty waves these children’s faces. 

Like rootless weeds, their hair torn round their pallor: 

The tall girl with her weighed-down head. 

The paper – seeming boy, with rat’s eyes. 

(a) What are the children compared to? 

(b) Why do you think the tall girl is sitting with a weighed 

down head? 

(c) Give two phrases which tell us that the children are 

under-nourished. 

       

 9. The stunted, unlucky heir 

Of twisted bones, reciting a father’s gnarled disease, 

His lesson, from his desk: At back of the dim class 

One unnoted, sweet and young.  His eyes live in a dream, 

Of squirrel’s game, in tree room, other than this. 

(a) Who is the ‘unlucky heir’ and what has he inherited? 
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(b) What is the stunted boy reciting? 

(c) Who is sitting at the back of the dim class. 

 10. Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example, 

With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal. 

For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes 

From fog to endless night?  On their slag heap, these children 

Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel 

With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones. 

(a) Why is Shakespeare described as wicked? 

(b) Explain: ‘from fog to endless night.’ 

(c) What does the reference to ‘slag heap’ mean? 

       

 11. Break O break open till they break the town 

And show the children to green fields, and make their world 

Run azure on gold sands, and let their tongues 

Run naked into books the white and green leaves open 

History theirs whose language is the sun. 

(a) To whom does ‘they’ refer? 

(b) What would they break? 

(c) What other freedom should they enjoy? 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. How is ‘Shakespeare wicked and the map a bad example’ for 

the children of the school in a slum? 

       

 2. The poet says, ‘And yet for these children, these windows, 

not this map, their world.”  Which world do these children 

belong to?  Which world is inaccessible to them? 

       

 3. What message does Stephen Spender convey through the 

poem ‘An Elementary School in a Slum’? 
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 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Explain the theme of the poem, ‘An Elementary School 

Classroom in a Slum’. 

       

         

3. Keeping Quiet 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. Perhaps the Earth can teach us as when everything seems 

dead and later proves to be alive. 

Now I’ll count up to twelve and you keep quiet and I will go. 

(a) What does the Earth teach us? 

(b) What  does the poet mean to achieve by counting upto 

twelve? 

(c) What is the significance of ‘keeping quiet’? 

(d) Give an example of what new seems to be dead but 

later on becomes alive. 

       

 2. What I want should not be confused with total inactivity 

Life is what it is about; 

I want no truck with death. 

(a) Name the poem and poet of the above stanza. 

(b) What does the poet mean by “inactivity”? 

(c) Explain what life is all about, according to the port. 

(d) What is the ultimate expectation of the poet from all 

human beings? 

       

 3. Now we will count to twelve and we will all keep still. 

For once on the face of the Earth let’s not speak in any 

language 
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let’s stop for one second, and not move our arms so much. 

(a) What is the significance of the number ‘twelve’? 

(b) Which two activities does the poet want us to stop? 

(c) What does the poet mean by ‘let’s not speak in any 

language’? 

(d) Describe the pun on the word, ‘arms.’ 

 4. For once on the face of the Earth let’s not speak in any 

language 

let’s stop for one second, and not move our arms so much. 

(a) Why does the poet want us to keep quiet? 

(b) What does he want us to do for one second? 

(c) What does he mean by ‘not move our arms’? 

       

 5. It would be an exotic moment without rush, without engines, 

we would all be together 

in  a sudden strangeness. 

(a) What does ‘it’ refer to? 

(b) Who is the poet speaking to? 

(c) What would be the moment like? 

 

       

 6. It would be an exotic moment without rush, without engines, 

we would all be together 

in  a sudden strangeness. 

(a) What will happen if there is no rush or running of 

engines? 

(b) Why would it be called an exotic moment? 

(c) How would we feel at the moment? 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions:        
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1. Give examples from ‘Keeping Quiet’ to show that Neruda 

was peace loving. 

 2. Why does the poet want us to count to twelve?        

 3. How is the Earth a source of life when all seems dead on it?        

 4. Which symbol from nature does the poet invoke that there 

can be life under apparent stillness? 

       

 5. What is sadness that the poet, Pablo Neruda refers to in the 

poem ‘Keeping Quiet’? 

       

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. What changes will quiet introspection bring about? 

       

         

         

4. A Thing of Beauty 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. A thing of beauty is a joy for ever  

Its loveliness increases, but it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but will keep 

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 

(a) Name the poem and its poet. 

(b) How does a thing of beauty remain a joy forever? 

(c) Explain: ‘never pass into nothingness.’ 

(d) How does the bower help us in our life?  Give two 

examples. 

       

 2. .............. and clear rill 

That for themselves a cooling covert make 

‘Gainst the hot season; the mid forest brake, 
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Rich with the sprinkling of fair musk-rose blooms; 

(a) Identify the poem and the poet. 

(b) What is the role of the clear rills? 

(c) How has the mid forest brake become rich? 

(d) Name the figure of speech in ‘cooling cover’. 

 3. Its loveliness increases,  it will never 

Pass into nothingness; but will keep 

A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 

(a) Whose loveliness will keep on increasing? 

(b) Identify the phrase which says that ‘it is immortal’. 

(c) What is a ‘bower’? 

(d) Why do we need sweet dreams, health and quiet 

breathing in our lives? 

       

 4. All lovely tales that we have heard or read; 

An endless fountain of immortal drink. 

Pouring onto us from the heaven’s brink. 

(a) Name the poem and the poet. 

(b) What is the thing of beauty mentioned in these lines? 

(c) What image does the poet use in these lines? 

 

       

 5. A flowery band to bind us to the Earth, 

Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth 

Of noble natures, of the gloomy days, 

Of all the unhealthy and o’ er-darkened ways 

Made for our searching: 

(a) What are we doing every day? 
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(b) Which evil things do we possess and suffer from? 

(c) What are the circumstances that contribute towards 

making humans unhappy and disillusioned with life? 

 6. And such too is the grandeur of the dooms 

We have imagined for the mighty dead; 

All lovely tales that we heard or read; 

An endless fountain of immortal drink, 

Pouring unto us from heaven’s brink. 

(a) Explain: ‘the grandeur of the dooms’. 

(b) What does the poet mean by the mighty dead? 

(c) What is the source of the endless fountain of immortal 

drink? 

       

 7. Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways 

Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all, 

Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 

From our dark spirits. 

(a) What does the poet mean by ‘o’ er-darkened ways’? 

(b) What does ‘all’ refer to in the phrase ‘in spite of all’? 

(c) What does some shape of beauty do? 

(d) What idea does the poet want to convey in these lines? 

       

         

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. Mention any two things that cause suffering and pain. 

       

 2. What does a thing of beauty do for us?        

 3. According to Keats, what removes the pall of despondence 

over our dark spirits?  How is it removed? 

       

 4. How is ‘grandeur’ associated with the ‘mighty dead’?        
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 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Why does the poet say that a thing of beauty is a joy for 

ever? 

       

         

         

 

 

5. 

 

 

A Roadside Stand 

Very Short Answer Type Questions: 

 

1. The sadness that lurks near the open window there, 

That waits all day in almost open prayer 

For the squeal of brakes, the sound of a stopping car, 

Of all the thousand selfish cars that pass, 

Just one to inquire what a farmer’s prices are. 

(a) Which open window is referred to?  Why does sadness 

lurk there? 

(b) What does the farmer pray for? 

(c) Is the farmer’s prayer ever granted?  How do you 

know? 

       

 2. Sometimes I feel myself I can hardly bear 

The thought of so much childish longing in vain, 

The sadness that lurks near the open window there. 

That waits all day in almost open prayer 

For the squeal of brakes, the sound of a stopping car, 

Of all the thousand selfish cars that pass, 

(a) What is the ‘childish longing’ that the poet refers to? 
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(b) Why does the poet say that it is in vain? 

(c) Why do the people driving in the cars stop sometimes? 

 3. The little old house was out with a little new shed 

In front at the edge of the road where the traffic sped, 

A roadside stand that too pathetically pled, 

It would not be fair to say for a dole of bread, 

But for some of the money, the cash, whose flow supports 

The flower of cities from sinking and withering faint. 

(a) Where was the new shed put up?  What was its 

purpose? 

(b) Why does the poet use the word ‘pathetic’? 

(c) Who are referred to as ‘the flower of cities’? 

       

 4. The polished traffic passes with a mind ahead, 

Or if ever aside a moment, then out of sorts 

At having the landscape marred with the artless paint 

Of signs that with N turned wrong and S turned wrong 

Offered for sale wild berries in wooden quarts. 

(a) Explain the first line of the extract. 

(b) How did one who looked aside a moment feel? 

(c) What was thought to mar the landscape? 

(d) What thing was offered for sale? 

       

 5. It is in the news that all these pitiful kin 

Are to be brought our and mercifully gathered in 

To live in villages, next to the theatre and the store, 

Where they won’t have to think for themselves anymore. 

(a) Who have been referred to as ‘pitful kin’? 

(b) What is in the news? 
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(c) Who will be bought out and from where? 

(d) How will it help them to be near the theatre and the 

store? 

 6. While greedy good-doers, beneficent beasts of prey, 

Swarm over their lives enforcing benefits 

That are calculated to soothe them out of their wits, 

And by teaching them how to sleep they sleep all day, 

Destroy their sleeping at night the ancient way. 

(a) Who have been called ‘greedy good-doers’? 

(b) What do ‘beneficent beats of prey’ do? 

(c) Why are benefits enforced on the poor? 

(d) What are the poor taught to do? 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. What was the plea of the folk who had put up the roadside 

stand? 

       

 2. What is the ‘childish longing that the poet refers to?  Why is 

it ‘vain’? 

       

 3. What was the complaint about ‘the artless paint of sign’?        

 Long Answer Type Questions: 

1. Comment on the people who have been called ‘greedy 

good-doers’ and ‘beneficent beasts of prey’ in the poem. 

       

         

         

6. Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers 

Very Short Answer Type Questions; 

 

1. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

       



CLASS : XII                                                                                                        SUBJECT : ENGLISH 

Sl. 

No. 

Question Marks Level of 

Difficulty                

( Easy, 

Medium 

or 

Difficult) 

Question type ( 

MCQs, Short 

answers, long 

answers, Fill in the 

blanks, Diagram 

related 

identification ) 

List of 

images 

used 

Domain ( 

Remembering, 

Understanding, 

Applying, 

Analysing, 

Evaluating, 

Creating) 

Model Answer Exemplar Answer 

 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

(a) Name the poem and the poet of the above stanza. 

(b) What lies in store for the Aunt? 

(c) Explain ‘ringed with ordeals’. 

(d) Identify and name the poetic device used in the last 

line of the above stanza. 

 2. Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool 

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncles’s wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand. 

(a) What is Aunt Jennifer doing with her wool? 

(b) Why does she find it difficult to pull her ivory needle? 

(c) What does wedding band stand for? 

(d) Describe the irony in the third line. 

       

 3. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

(a) Why are the tigers called Aunt Jennifer’s tigers? 

(b) How are they different from Aunt Jennifer? 

(c) What does the word, ‘chivalric’, mean? 

(d) How are Aunt Jennifer’s tigers described? 

(e) Why are the tigers described as denizens of a world of 

green? 

(f) Why are they not afraid of the men? 
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 4. When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made  

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

(a) Why are Aunt Jennifer’s hands terrified? 

(b) Why did she make the tigers? 

(c) What will happen to her tigers after her death? 

       

 5. Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen, 

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 

(a) How are Aunt Jennifer’s tiger described? 

(b) Why are they described as denizens of a world of 

green? 

(c) Why are they not afraid of the men. 

       

 Short Answer Type Questions: 

1. What will happen to Aunt Jennifer’s tigers when she is dead? 

       

 2. What picture of male chauvinism (tyranny) do we find in the 

poem, ‘Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers’? 

       

 3. What are the difficulties that Aunt Jennifer faced in her life?        

 4. What lies heavily on Aunt Jennifer’s hand?  How is it 

associated with her husband? 

       

 5. How do the words, ‘denizens’ and ‘chivalric’ add to our 

understanding of Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers? 

       

  

Long Answer Type Question: 

1. Describe the theme of the poem Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers. 
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